
What the Islanders Should Have Done at the Deadline 

At 36-18-7, the New York Islanders are atop the Metropolitan Division of the NHL. Although 

the Isles are currently the frontrunners of their division, they are no guarantee to stay in this 

position. 

Through 61 games, the Islanders have scored 12 fewer goals than the league’s average but have 

allowed 46 fewer goals than the league average. These two stats show that this season’s Islanders 

team has a very solid defense, thanks to coach Barry Trotz, but an underwhelming offense.  

With 79 points, the Islanders are only a mere two points ahead of the second place Washington 

Capitals. I believe that with the lack of scoring power on the Islanders, the team will soon start to 

fall in the standings because of teams with high-powered offenses like the Capitals.  

To avoid this from happening, I believe Islanders general manager, Lou Lamoriello, should’ve 

gone out and traded for a goal scorer at the deadline. I had two top targets that I wanted 

Lamoriello to acquire. My first option being former Ottawa Senators, now Vegas Golden 

Knights winger, Mark Stone. Florida Panthers forward, Mike Hoffman, was my second option. 

At 6-foot-4, 219 pounds, and only 26-years-old, Stone is currently one of the league’s elite two-

way forwards. Through 59 games with the Sens this season, Stone has accumulated 62 points (28 

G, 34 A). Not only can Stone score, but he can also play defense. The Senators have allowed 41 

more goals than the league average this season, however, Stone has an impressive +/- of 13.  

This type of season is nothing new to Stone. Through his seven NHL seasons with Ottawa, Stone 

has scored at least 20 goals and 54 points in his last five. In five of his seven NHL seasons, Stone 

has had a positive +/-, as well.  

Mark Stone would’ve been the perfect solution for the Islanders scoring problems and wouldn’t 

have hindered their exceptional defensive play this season. I believe he was the perfect fit for 

Trotz’s system and Lou should’ve done everything in his power to acquire him from the 

Senators. 

Mike Hoffman is one of the NHL’s most consistent goal scorers. So far this season, Hoffman has 

26 goals (he scored his 27th the night of the deadline). Of these 26 goals, 11 of them have come 

on the powerplay.  

In Hoffman’s previous five seasons, he has not scored less than 22 goals. Hoffman has also 

proved to be a powerplay threat. He has not scored less than eight powerplay goals in his last 

five seasons. 

I believe Hoffman would’ve been a great addition to the Islanders because of his goal-scoring 

ability, both at even strength and on the powerplay.  

Ultimately, the addition of either Stone or Hoffman would have helped this Islanders team in the 

goal-scoring department tremendously. The Islanders currently only have one player with at least 

20 goals, this being Anders Lee with 21.  



To be a real contender in this league, you need to be able to play defense and score goals and the 

Islanders need help scoring goals. Because of the team’s lack of offense, I believe they will not 

be able to get far in the playoffs this season. 


